The Catamaran Club – Annual Club Regatta Series

October 2011 – May 2012

SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

1 RULES

1.1 The regatta will be governed by the rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing 2009-2012.

1.2 No national prescriptions will apply.

1.3 All safety rules and regulations of:

· The Catamaran Club

· Bronkhorstspruit Gatekeepers Association 

· SAMSA 

     will apply

1.4 Racing rule 44.1 Taking a Penalty will be changed as follows: 

A boat may take a One-Turn Penalty when she may have broken a rule of Part 2 while racing or when she may have broken rule 31.

1.5 If there is a conflict between languages the English text will take precedence.

2 NOTICES TO COMPETITORS

Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board located at the TCC Boma.

3 CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

Any change to the sailing instructions will be posted before 10:30 on the day it will take effect.

4 SIGNALS MADE ASHORE

4.1 Signals made ashore will be displayed from the flagstaff located at the  TCC Boma.

5 SCHEDULE OF RACES

5.1 Dates of racing:

The actual dates of each monthly Club Regatta that contributes to this series will be as advertised on the clubs website (http://www.catamaran-sailing.co.za/events.php) or as amended by email to club members. 

Date 


Class


October 2011 
Multihulls

November 2011 
Multihulls
December 2011 
Multihulls
January 2012 
Multihulls

February 2012 
Multihulls

March 2012 

Multihulls

April 2012 

Multihulls

5.2 Number of races:

This series comprises of seven monthly regattas. The summated positions achieved in each of the seven monthly regattas (applying discards) will be used to calculate an entrant’s final position in the overall series.

Class 

Number Races per monthly regatta
Multihulls 

An attempt will be made to sail between 1 and 7 races on 

each weekend.
5.3 The scheduled time of the warning signal for the first race each day is 10:55. This time may be amended at the race officer’s discretion but will be no earlier than 10:30.

 5.4 On the day of the regatta no warning signal will be made after 14:30.

6 CLASS FLAGS

Class flags will be:

Class 

Flag

Multihulls

As advised by the race officer at the skippers briefing on race 

day. 

7 RACING AREAS

The location of the racing area will be Bronkhorstspruit Dam, as specified by the race officer at the skippers briefing on race day.

8 THE COURSES

8.1 The course will as described and modelled by the race officer at the skippers briefing using the dam plan.
8.2 Courses may be shortened at the discretion of the race officer. 

8.3 Legs of the course will not be changed after the preparatory signal. 

9 MARKS

9.1 Marks 1, 2, 3 and 4 will be as described by the race officer.

9.2 The following marks are rounding marks:

· Marks 1, 2, 3.

9.3 The starting and finishing marks will be the committee signal boat at the starboard end, and a buoy at the port end.
10 AREAS THAT ARE OBSTRUCTIONS

The following areas are designated as obstructions: 

· The boomed off area in front of the Dam Wall.

11 THE START

11.1 Races will be started by using rule 26 with the warning signal made 5 minutes before the starting signal.

11.2 A boat starting later than 10 minutes after her starting signal will be scored Did Not Start without a hearing. 

12 CHANGE OF THE NEXT LEG OF THE COURSE

12.1 To change the next leg of the course, the race committee will move the original mark (or the finishing line) to a new position.

14 PENALTY SYSTEM

14.1 The penalties are as follows: one full turn per rule 44.1 as amended in 14.2 below.

14.2 For all classes rule 44.1 is changed so that a One-Turn Penalty replaces the Two-Turns Penalty.

15 TIME LIMITS AND TARGET TIMES

15.1 Boats failing to finish within 20 minutes after the first boat sails the course and finishes will be scored Did Not Finish without a hearing. 

If a long-haul course is set, then this time limit is extended to 60 minutes.

16 PROTESTS AND REQUESTS FOR REDRESS

16.1 Protest forms are available at the race office, located at the TCC Boma. Protests and requests for redress or re-opening shall be delivered there within the appropriate time limit.

16.2 For each class, the protest time limit is 60 minutes after the last boat has finished the last race of the day.

16.3 Notices will be posted no later than 30 minutes after the protest time limit to inform competitors of hearings in which they are parties or named as witnesses. Hearings will be held in the TCC Boma, beginning at the time posted.

16.4 Notices of protests by the race committee or protest committee will be posted to inform boats under rule 61.1(b).

16.5 A list of boats that, under instruction 14.3, have been penalized for breaking rule 42 will be posted.

16.6 Breaches of instructions 18, 21, 23, 24, 25, 26 and 27 will not be grounds for a protest by a boat. Penalties for these breaches may be less than disqualification if the protest committee so decides. The scoring abbreviation for a discretionary penalty imposed under this instruction will be DPI.

16.7 On the last scheduled day of racing a request for reopening a hearing shall be delivered: 

(a) within the protest time limit if the requesting party was informed of the decision on the previous day;

 (b) no later than 30 minutes after the requesting party was informed of the decision on that day.

16.8 On the last scheduled day of racing a request for redress based on a protest committee decision shall be delivered no later than 30 minutes after the decision was posted. 

16.9 Decisions of the protest committee will be final as provided in rule 70.5.

17 SCORING
17.1 The scoring system is as follows: 

In recognition that entrants may wish to sail different boats during the season, results will be linked with the skipper and not the boat.

At each monthly regatta, entrants will be handicapped in accordance with the Small Catamaran Handicap Rating System (SCHRS).

Thereafter, scoring will be done in accordance with the Appendix A low point method, using rules 8.1 and 8.2 as a tiebreaker. 

As a separate exercise, Overall Series results will be calculated by recording the position achieved by each boat in each monthly regatta into a separate result set, and then re-applying the Appendix A low point method, using rules 8.1 and 8.2 as a tiebreaker.

17.2 (a) When fewer than six monthly regattas have been completed by a skipper, that skipper’s overall series score will be the total of their race scores plus a DNS value for each event required to make up their score to the required six results to count. 

The DNS value will be calculated as 50% of the total number of annual series entrants + 1.

(b) When seven monthly regattas have been completed, a skipper’s series score will be the total of their race scores excluding her worst score.

(c) When eight or more monthly regattas have been completed, a boat’s series score will be the total of her race scores excluding her two worst scores. (This clause left in to facilitate next year’s series when we will be back to a total of 12 monthly regattas)

17.3 When a competitor is unable to take part in a Monthly Regatta due to a requirement to man either the Committee boat or the Rescue boat, then that competitor will not suffer the prescribed DNC penalty but will instead be awarded points equivalent to their average position, calculated over all Monthly Regattas actually sailed in that season. This alternative result will apply to a maximum of two regattas in any annual series.
18 SAFETY REGULATIONS

18.1 A boat that retires from a race shall notify the race committee as soon as possible either at the committee boat or at the TCC Boma.

19 REPLACEMENT OF CREW OR EQUIPMENT

19.1 Substitution of skippers will be allowed. Refer 17.1 for series scoring in this event.

20 EQUIPMENT AND MEASUREMENT CHECKS

A boat or equipment may be inspected at any time for compliance with the class rules and sailing instructions. 

21 ADVERTISING

Boats may display advertising.

22 OFFICIAL BOATS

Official boats will be the TCC bridge boat and the TCC Rescue Inflatable as described by the race officer at the skippers briefing.

23 SUPPORT BOATS

23.1 Team leaders, coaches and other support personnel shall stay outside areas where boats are racing from the time of the preparatory signal for the first class to start until all boats have finished or retired or the race committee signals a postponement, general recall or abandonment.

24 TRASH DISPOSAL

Boats shall not put trash in the water.

27 COMMUNICATIONS

Except in an emergency, a boat shall neither make radio transmissions while racing nor receive radio communications not available to all boats. This restriction also applies to mobile telephones.

29 DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY

Competitors participate in the regatta entirely at their own risk. See rule 4,

Decision to Race. The organizing authority will not accept any liability for material damage or personal injury or death sustained in conjunction with or prior to, during, or after the regatta.
